Black Backlash Hits Panther Liquor Store Boycott

1
£L By Don Martinez

'Piekehug of a West Oak-
land liquor store by the
Black Panther Party has
created a unique black back-
lash among Kast Bay busi-
nessmen.

Some 200 of them are fight-
ing Panther Chief Huey P.
Newton’s money demands
and boycott of Bill's Liquor
Store.

The group calls itself the
Committee to Preserve
Black Business in Oakland.

The store is owned by Bill
Boyette, a black who also is
president of the Cal State
Package Store and Tavern
Association, His refusal to
make ecash contributions to
the Panthers’ ‘‘Community
Survival Program” touched

off the picketing of his store

at 5350 Grove St., Oakland, in
July,
Business Drops

Boyette eclaims that his
husiness — which he estab-
lished 15 years ago — has
dropped off 98 percent since
the pickeling started. He
says he is losing about $1000
a day despite a Superior
Court order placing rigid re-

mitlee are Albert L. McKee,
a black real estate broker,
and black attorney Joseph
Simmons.

The purpose of the commil-
tee. according to McKeen is
to “‘break the boycott and see
to it that black people are
given a choice of whether
they want to contribute to
any group or charity.”

McKee recalled that he
had attended a meeting some
time ago at which Boyette of-
fered to contribute food,
rather than cash, to New-
ton's breakfast program.

Newton Threat
“Newton slammed the

desk three times and said -

that this was unacceptable,
explaining that he wanted
weekly cash contributions,”
McKee said.

“When Boyette refused
Newton said he would ‘make
you a poor man,’ I was an-
gered and amazed because I
had never heard anybody
publicly  threatened like
this.”

Boyette said his business
has picked up by about 10
percent since the committee
came to his support last
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cause of Newton's dictatorial
attitude.”

Both McKee and Simmons
blasted what they said is
Newton’s position that he is
the only leader and spokes-
man for the black communi-
ty.

‘Injustice’

“No black leader speaks
for all black people just as no
white leader speaks for the
entire white community,”
Simmons said.

Calling (he pickeling of
Boyette’s store ““a terrible in-
justice to the black ecom-
munity,” McKee criticized
the Panthers’ lack of accoun-
tability to the black commu-
nity.

“If we confribute one dol-
lar to the survival program
we can’t be sure that the
money will be spent to buy
breakfast cereal or medicine
for children,” said McKee.

Regarding the Panthers’
free food program, bimmons
objected to the method in
which the food is distributed,

“You just can’t drive a
truck into a mneighborhood
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and not the lazy ones who
may turn around and sell 1!;
to their neighbors.”

Asked why the black busic.
ness community hasn'f
come together before, McKeq
objected to “‘the assumpthnt
that we haven’t done -

thing 1n the past to he p!

black people.”
Johs for Blacks

“Some of us were fighting
against racial injustice when
Newton was running around
baretooted,” he said.

“The reason we have now
banded together is to pre-
serve what we have bheen
doing to help the black com-
munity all along.”

Boyette claimed that his
Cal-Pak group has created
nearly 500 jobs for blacks in
the liquor industry in Califor-
nia m the last 10 years.

“All blacks are militant
about civil rights but the
principle upon which we base
our fight is the freedom of
choice without threats,”
McKee sald, “And that is
what we're telling Newton.
We simply want the choice to
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