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i Big Jim playing
{ pro-paskqiball with/a fully-
{ stocked - Ilqir—stofe on his

{ back, and the burden may
! soon come down with a crash.
¢ Jim’s coach thinks he’s fir-
: ing himself out for basketball
. by. tending store in his off
: hours, for one thing,
! But Jim's accountant tells
‘him he's playing basketball
+ for.two other guys, his stand-
i clerk at the store, and
. Uncle Sam’s tax man. ,
Unless there’s a way fto
score points in two games at
once, this may well be the big
. Oakland center’s last season.

“T .love basketball and I

building Osakland a good
professional team and gave

which 1 appreciate,” Hadnot
says. “But I don’t know how I
can come back next season,
economically.” - . .

It's a matter of time and
dollars for the former McCly-
_monds High™ star and one of

stars at Providence. .
“T'm playing basketball on
a modest contract, and I'm

amount to hire a replacement
for myself at the store. And

ry-pretty well uses up what’s
1ett,” he said. “In total effect,
1 i playing for the fun of it. If
you divide 82 league games
1 ifto the amount of money I'll
agtually have left out of my
pro contract, it's just a few
bucks per game.”. -
~Jim isn't putting the knock
on the game he has struggled
sg hard to play, and he’s cer-
foimler et 1maat with the Oak-

think Coach Bruce Hale is.

me a chance to be part of i, .

the nation’s top collegiaté

paying. nearly half of the

the tax on the pasketball sala-

reer has made him a lot of
friends in Oakland, but it has
hardly been touched with
magic. .

He signed with the original
Oakland Oaks of the Ameri-

can Baskethall League which
died a sudden death in mid-
season of 1962, The star of
three successive NIT clubs as

a collegian, Jim Hadnot
wound 1up with Trenton, in the’ k
minor Eastern League in 1963;;""

and 1964.

Then the liquor store, om
San Pablo Ave. 'in Berkeley
tock him away from basket-
ball except for a few pickup
games until last symmer
when the . American Basket-
ball Association was formed. -

Jim should never have tried
it. He came out weighing 270
pounds, puffy and puifing.
Hale shook his head .after ev-
ery day's workouts and said
“All'he’s got is courage.”

. Jim worked and worked and -
worked, took off so much-

weight it weakened him, but

- he was there when the season
< gtarted and has won Hale's ;eﬁ ‘

spect. ] ) )

«pd have to say Mel Dan-
iels is the best center in the
league, but Jimbo has to rate
right behind him,” Hale said.

“Tf ‘he had a little breather |

now to work on his body and
develop a little strength and
stamina to make up for what
he lost taking off that weight,
he’d overcome the tendency to

- 7un down late in the game.”
. Damned by some as ‘“too

nice a guy” to play the pun-
ishing post. position, Jim is
getting the job done his way.

On a club which is 16-29 in
the win-loss column and 13%
games out of first place in the
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fifth in the entire league re-
bounding, ;with 2 12.2 average
“per game, while scoring an
.laverage of 15.8 points.

«T figure I’d be able to help
ithe club for the next two or
'three years,” says Jim, who
jagrees with Hale that he
needs an off-time stretch to
‘work on the weights and run-
ning to build his stamina.
“Getting Barry Leibowitz
“helps the club and I feel that

“dall-around we have the best
‘balanced team in the league,” -

“YHadnot said. ‘

3 The trade of Levern Tart
sfor Leibowitz completely re-
‘models tHe Oakland team.

4 While the high-scoring Tart

qwas making the plays, usually

“sworking for a shot, the other -

50aks .played a reacting game.
{Now, with young Leibowitz as
jthe ball-control backeourt
Hman, the others must play

_ibetter without the ball, mak-

4ing their moves to get open

for his passes.
“We've been standing for 42

games waiting for Tart to .
Now we

make his moves.
must make the moves and

* wait for-Barry to get the ball

to us,” Hadnot said in explai
ing the difference.

In their second game fo-
gether, Friday night against
the Anaheim Amigos, Leibow-
itz was credited with 14 as-
sists, Hadnot with 18 rebounds

“and 19 points as the rookie |

guard made his bid to take
over a starting job.

“Thig club moves well with- .

out the ball,” Leibowitz said

later. “Everybody had a fair

share of the ball-and six play-
ers scored in double figures.
Actually, we lost the game on
defense. Our offense played
quite -well ' considering how
new I'am to the club.”

All the Oaks, including Lei-
bowitz and Hadnot, speak of
next season and the .addition
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of Rick Barry /as another
“great stride forward.

“Yes, I hope fo be’ab}ye ta
work something out: so I can
.play then,” Hadnof says.
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oWe're young and lacking in
experience and it shows. up
from time to time. But this is’
going to be a very, very excit-
ing team.” : i
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